Excellent “Fiddler on the Roof”’

By Pirate Productions.

The comedians| ?] of the English language theatre group “Pirate Productions ”are welcome
guests at Esch where they count among the habitual users of the municipal theatre. Their
latest visit has reaffirmed this [constat] once again.

In the context of Luxembourg, European City of Culture, conductors have undertaken the
most popular musical works. In the Sixties , Fiddler on the Roof took Broadway and the
West End by storm. Then, the hit song “If I were a rich man” went round the world and
raised the Jewish actor Topol to the rank of an international star.

The musical created from Joseph Stein’s novel by Jerry Bock (music) and Sheldon Harnick
(libretto) was presented for the first time at the theatre of the City of Esch in 1971 by the
Marigny Theater of Paris. Ivan Revroff took the principal role in a production by Jérdme
Robbins.

25 years later, “Pirate Productions” have taken up the challenge with great success. The four
performances in the Esch auditorium were well attended. It is understood that the audience
was composed principally of anglophones who did not fail to encourage their compatriots.

On the stage, the audience is introduced to the people of Anatevka, a small town in Russia
with a Jewish community whose daily life is controlled by a host of traditions handed down
from generation in generation. Unfortunately, these customs and usages will [have to] change
in response to the wave of growing antisemitism that is overrunning the country. Tevye the
town milkman and his five girls are squarely in the centre of this small changing world.

This brings us to the actors, all [pure] amateurs whose performance must be deemed excellent.
The show needs the impressive number of 26 performers, who are required to be at one and
the same time actors and singers. The actors will have been forgiven if the vocal parts were not
always perfect! Without wishing to diminish the merits of the group as a whole, we would
point out particularly the talent of John O’Sullivan. This experienced comedian has brought to
life a truthful Tevye who as the action unfolds understands the world less and less. There are
sublime dialogues between this poor town milkman and God in which he lays bare his
problems. In the orchestra pit, Alan Carlisle knew well how to integrate the action on the
boards with about twenty well-motivated young musicians.

The audience will have the happiest memories of Fiddler on the Roof.

[From Républican Lorraine, Translated by machine, post-edited by ACC]
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Excellent Fiddler on the Roof
par les Pirate Productions

Les comédiens de l'ensemble thédtral de langue an
comptent parmi les habitués au thédtr

Dans le cadre de Luxembeurg, Ville
Européenne de la Culture les dirigeants
¢ SOMt attaqués d une oeuvre musicale
des plus populaires. Dans les années
soixante, Fiddler on the Roof (Un violo-
niste sur le toit) a fait fureur au Broad-
way 4 New York et au West End a
Londres. A I'époque le hit "If | were a
Rich Man" a fzit le tour du mon e tout
en ¢levant IMacteur juif Topol au rang de
star international.

Au Théatre de la Ville d'Esch, ie mu-
sical crée d'aprés |e roman de Joseph
Stein par Jerry Bock (musique) et Shel-
don Harnick {textes) a ¢t¢ donné une
premicre fois en 1971 par le Thédtre
Martgny de Paris. Ivan Rebroff tenait le

' RUESER

rdle principal dans une mise en scéne si-
gnée Jéréme Robbins,

25 ans apres, les "Pirate productions®
ont relevé le défi et avec un grand suc-
cés. Les quatre séances programmées
dans la salle de spectacle eschonse ont
e1é bien fréquentées. [l s’entend que le
public se compesait cssentiellement de
spectateurs de languc anglaise qui n’ont
pas manqué d'encourager feurs compa-
triotes.

Sur le plateau de la scéne, I'assistance
allait faire connaissance avec les per-
sonnages d'Anatevka, petit village de
Russie rurale peuple par une commu-
nauté juive. La vie journaliére est régie
par une foule de traditions transmises de

génération en génération. Malheureuse-
mert les us et coutumes vont changer 4
ta vague croissante de I'antisémitisme
qui envahit le pays. Tevye le laitier du
village et ses cing filles vont étre au
centre de ce petit monde en picine muta-
ton.

Ceci nous amene aux acteurs, tous de
purs amateurs dont la performance est 3
qualifier d'excelleate. La piéce fait
appel a 'impressionnant nombre de 26
interprétes dont an attend qu'ils sont a ta
fots acteurs et chanteurs. Le public ne
leur en aura nullement voulu si les par-
tics vocales n'ont pas toujours ¢té par-
faites. Sans vouloir porter atteinte aux
mérites de 'ensemble rous voudrions

SCHIFFLANGE

glaise Pirate Productions sont des hétes bienvenus a Esch o ils
e municipal. Leur dernier passage a une nouvelle fors confirmé ce constal.

relever plus particulicrement le talent de
John O'Sullivan, Le comédicn che-
vronné a incarné un véridique Tevye qui
au fur et a mesure que 'action évolue ne
comprend plus ie monde. Sublimes dia-
logues encore entre ce pauvre laitier de
village et Dieu auquet il expose ses pro-
blémes a sa maniére, Dans la fosse d or
chestre, Alan Carlisle a su intégrer dans
I"action sur les planches une vingtaine
de Jeunes musiciens motives par leur en-
gagement de bien faire.

L'ensemble "Pirate Productions”
nous & offert unc agréable soirce théa-
trale ¢t musicale. Les spectateurs garde-
ront tes meilleurs souvemes du “Fiddier
on e Beaft

Diplomes pour les jeunes musiciens La société avicole recrute

A 1'occasion de la ker-
messe locale ["harmonie mu-
nicipale Les Echos de ['Al-
zette a donné, a la salle des
fétes de la commune. un
heau concert place sous la
5 e I L % Yo

chef,

lors des cours de solfege,
avant de faire remettre un
Joli bouquet de fleurs a leur jermans, Line Scharpantgen,
Luc Scharpantgen, Sam
Schmit et Andrea Wirtz
(deuxiéme annéei. Finale-

Les ¢leves ci-aprés ont eu
droit & un diplame

Benito

Cruchten, Yannick Foulon.
Daniéle Pierre, Nathan Hei-

de nouveaux

Au café Germaine s'étajent
réunis les membres de la section
locale de la sociéié avicole, Mar-
cel Fricseisen <o réionn nartich-

membres

ment applicable lors de 1'exposi-
tion intemationale du 12 au 14
janvier 1996. Marcel Fricseisen
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Busy bee Pirates provide plenty of buzz -
Fiddler On the Roof in Esch

This production, Pirates’
contribution to the Year of Cul-
ture, has been notable all along
for its buzz - the buzz of trepi-
dation and hope aiming partici-
pants, for this was a musical
many had looked forward to
taking partin, anda consequent
buzz of anticipation among the
audience, most of whom knew
at least one or two people on-
stage, backstage or in the or-
chestra pit, not to mention hav-
ing memories of the film or a

revious production elsewhere.

/hat a delight, then, that the
buzz which was often audible
during the show turned into
henest applause for the three
hours of very hard and efficient
work.

‘Fiddler’ is a satisfying musi-
cal if played with a good bal-
ance of sweet and bitter, so that
the wry and the rumbustuous
complement each other, and
reflect that finely tuned survival-
humour that we know as Jew-
ish (largely because of the very
stories, now a century old, by
MrPeace-Be-With-You Sholem
Aleichem, from which the mu-
sical was written),

Daughters may become
emancipated, even in the little
village of Anatevka, and stu-

lentsin Kiev revolt, nay the full

orror of the pogroms and col-
umns of plodding refugees may
appear in the wings, as it were,
but the ordinary will survive
somehow - 5o, if they will, they
must find a meansto do so, and

that's humour. “They’rebothso
happy,” says Tevye of his newly
married daughter and her tailor
husband, “thatthey don't know
how miserable they are,” and
as a caption under this show
that would be hard to better.

The director, Carrie G'Brien,
chose a very plain stage with
the simplest minimum of furni-
ture and properties, but a jolly
assortment of yellows, ochres
and russets in the excellent cos-
tumes: this allowed the bustle
of village life to alternate swiftly
with Tevye's solitude as he
asked God for advice (and as
often as not proffers it himself
instead). The orange cyclorama
behind the silhouetted fiddler
worked well, but some of the
frontal lighting often sued dur-
ingtimefreeze was less success-
ful. Otherwise the general team-
work and coordination was
impressive - acting, choreogra-
phy (after a shaky start) and
music dovetailed well, and we
could concentrate on the un-
folding story.

‘I’s all done by music,” is
frequently the cry from the pit
at this point, and certainly the
sensitive timing of Alan Carlisle
and his 20-piece orchestra did
much to keep the flow con-
stant. (If there were moments
which dragged they were usu-
ally the unpolished scene-
changes and entrances of the
first night, one of a length that
very nearly broke the spell.)
Butthe orchestra wasalsoadept
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at building confidence of the
singers, many of whomneeded,
and got, tactful and accurate
support - no mean feat, this,
with the angular, melancholy
and often deliberately discord-
ant snatches of melody offered
by the score.

The musical is not always
kind to principals or chorus,
either - the song “Tradition” is a
slow start, for example, almost
wooden inits stiff and methodi-
cal conservatism, and it was
only slowly thatthe actors broke
free ofits stultifying influenced,
let their shoulders relax, their
gestures go free and their per-
sonalities shine. But they did,
and by “Sunrise, sunset” and
“Do I love you?” the company
was feeling good. John
O'Sullivan as Tevye who led
the way here, with “If I were a
Rich man” and in every other
way. His strong presence and
good voice determined the
moods, timed the humour and
kept is reasonably close to the
Yiddish evenwhile surrounded
by a variety of accents - the
‘mere’ milkman holding the
strands together with very cred-
itable toughness. He encom-
passed the emotions well, from
the dry dialects of his decision-
making ‘on the other hand’ to
the poignant farewell scene
with his Siberia-bound daugh-
ter Hodel; from the stubborn

rejection of his third daughter
Chava, who marries a Russian,
totheinvented nightmare, craft-
ily designed to persuade his
wife to change her mind over
the suitors to Tzeilel, their eld-
est daughter (they have five).

A classic scene, this one, a
little marred in this production
by inaudible voices, but well
staged and a high point of the
comedy, just as the destruction
of the village wedding by the
Russians is a chilling step to-
wardsthe lonely trekaway from
Anatevka at the end, and all of
it was conveyed by good en-
semble playing.

Much praise to Carrie
O’Brien and a splendid team
forthis, to single out afew more
actors in a review of this length
would do injustice to the others
and to the general depth of
quality acting and the level of
concerted effort. None of the
weaknesses spoiled the total
effect, and at the splendid cir-
cling curtain call dance there
wasa strange momentof some-
thing like identification be-
tween the Luxembourg
anglophone community and
the Anatevka still on stage, as
the buzz of enthusiasm on both
sides of the proscenium arch
rose again.

Geoff G.-T.

Francis Bacon choreographed

Francis Bacon is a choreographed work by Ismael Ivo and Jobann

Kresnik which exploves the love and violence, ecstasy and de-
struction of the painter’s work. It will play in Luxembourg on 24

October - more details next week
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