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Jacky Fleming 
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The Pirates 21st Anniversary programme was hastily assembled at the last minute by Brian Parker. 

The inner covers are by Carrie Milne. 
Printing by RapidPress 

In 2001 Pirate Productions present 

By Stephen Sondheim 
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Behind You! 
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ERIN S.A. 

Set up in 1996, ERIN specialises in Internet 
and Information Technology. 

 
We design, develop, and host dynamic, 
interactive, and multi-lingual WebSites, 

Intranets & Extranets, 
Including E-Commerce solutions. 

 
If you are thinking of setting up a small Web-
Site or a large, interactive on-line Community 
Portal, please contact us and we will endeav-

our to help you to 
realise your project. 

 

ERIN S.A., 2 place Virchow, L-2671 Luxembourg, 
Tel: 264850-1, fax: 264850-26, 

URL: www.erin.lu, e-mail: geoff@erin.lu 
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George and Dragon 
 

LARGE SELECTION OF ENGLISH AND IRISH 

TRADITIONAL FINE ALES 
EXTENSIVE BAR SNACK MENU 

BEER GARDEN 

LARGE CAR PARK 

 

217 rue Albert Unden L-2652 Luxembourg 

tel 47 41 86 

 

COMPLETE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 

Web Design & Hosting 

Virtual Internet Servers 

E-Commerce 

Custom Internet Applications 

FOCUS SERVICES 
tel (+352) 305 197 

fax (+352) 305 188 
info@focus.lu 
www.focus.lu 
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Hear all about us on Sunshine Radio 102.2 ! 

 

sports 

Showroom : 2, rue de Canach, L-5368 Schuttrange 
Tuesday to Saturday 13.00-18.00 

Tel. (352) 356364     Fax (352) 358778     www.pmsports.lu 

Info@pmsports.lu 

PM 

Schuttrange 
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Jane Carter was a member of Pirates from its inception in 1979 and was involved 

in most aspects of the club’s productions over a long period of time. She played a 

linchpin role in the significant number of shows she directed. She continues to be 

remembered for her vision and for her obvious talent for overseeing and bringing 

together the various artistic and administrative aspects involved in staging a pro-

duction. 

 

After her death from cancer in 1996, the club membership in Annual General 

Meeting decided to create an annual award scheme, to be called the Jane Carter 

Memorial Award. The purpose of the award is to pay each year, depending on cir-

cumstances and at the discretion of the committee, all or part of the cost for one 

member of the club to attend the Theatrical Summer School held annually at the 

Chateau de Munsbach, Luxembourg. 

 

The award was created as a means to establish permanent recognition of the sig-

nificant contribution Jane made both to the club and to amateur theatre in Luxem-

bourg over many years. Its aim is to bring about a demonstrable benefit to any 

aspect of the theatrical activities of the club. 

 

Individuals wishing to be considered for this award are required to submit a written 

application, stating what they believe they would gain from the opportunity to at-

tend the summer school and, in turn what this would enable them to contribute to 

the club’s future productions. Preference will be given to applicants wishing to 

direct, musically direct or stage manage a Pirate Production. 

The Jane Carter Memorial Award 

 

PERFECT NAIL STUDIO
  

“The beauty of acrylic nails” 

 

  
 

 

Hirondelle S.àr.l.  
 

Tél. 48 12 10 
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Happy 21st Anniversary 

 
Congratulatio

ns 

 to
  

Pira
tes  

on th
eir C

oming of A
ge !  

42 Rue Astrid, L-1143 Belair 

Tel: 44 07 09   Fax: 44 06 92 

email: Books@Chapter1.lu 

Web: www.Chapter1.lu 
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Visit Crafts Unique, 
The Internet gift shop at your fingertips. 

Just a mouse click away from finding that perfect present. 

All our gifts are hand crafted and can be  

Personalised to suit all occasions. 

Visit our shop at www.craftsunique.com 

Or contact our sales dept on 021 181 767 

Christmas will be here soon. 

Do all your shopping online this year, 

from the comfort of your home! 

We use a secured payment system, so come and  

shop with confidence at Craftsunique.com. 

Deirdre Velcro. A luvvie writes... 

Sweeties, luvvies, it’s is truly a great and inspiriting honour to be asked to pen a 

few words for this, the programme of our 21st anniversary celebration. Well, I say 

that - but let’s face it these things always have a few inches spare (would that the 

same could be said of my husband). Apparently, it was either me, or a few pictures 

of bunny rabbits somebody cut out of an old copy of Twinkle they found lying 

around at the dentists. It was a close run thing as you can imagine. 

 

Any way, darlings,  – 21 whole years, fancy that! The truly amazing thing is how 

quickly the time seemed to rush past. It seems like only yesterday - there we all 

were eagerly pouring over our Pirates scores, under Robin’s expert guidance, gaily 

doing our Piratical thing. Oh, hang on that was yesterday – that was a rehearsal, 

silly me getting confused again. 

 

I think, sweeties, that this is an appropriate moment to sit back, take a deep breath 

and quietly reflect on the great spiritual significance of what our musical endeav-

ours have meant. Okay, that’s enough. Now, where are the drinks…?  

Pirate Productions asbl 21st Anniversary   - 15 - 

Jane was a genius. She produced the shows, she designed and constructed the 

sets, she wrote and drew the posters, she steamrollered difficulties into the ground 

– we loved her and worshipped her.   Of course, she had help, but I always felt 

that she did half the work, and the rest of us did the other half. 

 

We have always given the proceeds of our shows to some charity. I’m sure this 

was a big factor in securing a audience in those days. We were operating on a 

shoestring, but people used to comment that we were all obviously enjoying our-

selves on stage and that came through even if the words didn’t. The money 

mostly went to the charity general fund, but two specific projects I recall were 

that we built a school in India, and, nearer home, bought an electric stove for the 

children’s home in Betzdorf.  

 

We have always been blessed with good musicians. I shall never forget waiting 

for the curtain to go up on “Pirates of Penzance” and being amazed by the quality 

of sound that the conductor, Robin Alder, elicited from the orchestra. Like the 

actors, those musicians stayed together, and are now known as the highly success-

ful Luxembourg Philharmonia. 

 

The committee meetings and the AGM’s were lively affairs, lots of enthusiastic 

people all putting forwards their ideas. The main difficulty was to obtain a con-

sensus on which brilliant suggestion to adopt, as we couldn’t so everything as 

once. 

 

It was a proud moment when we graduated to Esch theatre. At last we had a set-

ting which was worthy of our talents, which had improved considerably over the 

“Casino” years. Most importantly, our faithful audience followed us to Esch, 

which we hadn’t been sure they would do. 

 

Pirates had always been a team effort, and so I tried not to mention too many 

names. However, I must pay a tribute to our gallant helmsman Edward Seymour, 

a founder-member like myself, who was very far-seeing and guided us in mas-

terly fashion in those early days when the pirate ship was a very small craft, and 

not nearly as seaworthy as she is now. 

 

There has been a great turnover in the people involved in Pirates since those early 

days, and it is good to see new member appearing all the time. The Grand Old 

Duke of York climbed another mountain, and so it goes on. 

 

Break a leg, everyone!  

  

Roy Green 
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Before the mists of time swallow us all up completely, I have been asked to set 

down a brief account of the origins of Pirate Productions a.s.b.l. 

 

It all started with a performance of – guess what – “The Pirates of Penzance“ by 

the American School in Luxembourg. They appealed to the general public to 

swell the chorus, so some of us went along. It was hard work, but we enjoyed 

ourselves so much that we decided that we couldn’t just leave it at that. 

 

We held a meeting in the Casino in Bonnevoie, and decided to put on a panto-

mime at Christmas. We all chipped in a contribution to fund the show, and one 

member started to write the script. More than once during rehearsals a player 

would ask, “What comes next”, only to be told, “I don’t know, I haven’t written it 

yet”. Costumes were still very amateurish in most cases, although the harem girls 

were very realistic. I still remember my then small daughter asking me after the 

show, “Daddy, why was that lady showing her tummy?” 

 

It was this pantomime – “Aladdin”- that saw the birth of the scrolls joke. In reply 

to the Sultan’s questions Richard Johnson spontaneously came out with the now 

time-honoured reply, and we all shouted immediately “Write it in”. Quite a few 

of the jokes in that show were engendered in the same way, but this one stuck. 

 

“Aladdin” was staged in the Casino, which became our spiritual home for the 

next several shows. It had several disadvantages, not least the acoustics, which 

inspired some most ingenious schemes to improve the audibility of the chorus. 

There was only one changing room , which was perforce communal. Ladies and 

Gentlemen politely averted their gaze, while the rest of us feasted our eyes, but 

there were no complaints. Peter Carr-North used to award a prize for such 

achievements as “the biggest pair of underpants” and that sort of thing. You can 

imagine. 

 

The next show was “The Beggars Opera”. It was a noble effort, but so much de-

pends on the audience hearing the words that efforts were redoubled to improve 

the acoustics. 

 

The next show was “The Mikado”, which was dominated literally by a huge Japa-

nese fan on stage. This acted as a sounding board, which really helped us to put 

the show across. The previous shows, including “Pirates”, had been directed with 

professional skill by Jackie Caminer, who then went back to England, but 

“Mikado” (and the fan) marked the spectacular entry on the scene of Jane Carter. 

 

The Good Old Days 
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Harry Barteau and his wife Mary-Ann came to Luxembourg in 

1975 and in that year he became Director of the American 

School, as it was then known. It has since become the Interna-

tional School of Luxembourg. Harry loved music and singing 

and, unusually for an American, he particularly liked Gilbert and 

Sullivan. In those days there was not much in the line of English 

speaking Theatre going on and particularly no Musical Theatre. 

How it all started 

One Step 

Ken Reid joined Pirates in 1982 and very quickly became an en-

thusiastic and valued member of the Club, also serving on the 

Committee for a number of years. Ken`s first love was Gilbert and 

Sullivan. Many of us have vivid memories of him lustily giving of 

his all in the Policeman’s chorus from Pirates of Penzance his 

particular favourite. 

When Ken died of Cancer in 1997 his family suggested that if friends wished to give 

a donation they could do so to the Sheffield Steel Band or Pirates. I`m not sure about 

the Band but people were very generous to Pirates. Initially it was hoped that the 

money raised would go to a G.&S. production . However three years down the line 

and with no sign of a willing Director or Musical Director it was agreed between the 

Committee and Ken`s widow, Jackie, that the money be put towards a Clavinova 

(Electric Piano) and a Music and Movement Workshop. The instrument has been 

purchased and the Workshop, given by two extremely talented ladies from the U.K. 

took place over a weekend in July. One Step was the song of the weekend. Those 

participating learned words and movements. It tells the story of shy tentative begin-

nings building to great things such as we celebrate tonight. 

This was too much for him, so he decided to try and get a G&S going at the school. 

 

While there were many willing people among the faculty and students there were 

not quite enough to fill all requirements needed, so he turned to the English speak-

ing Community for help. There he found many enthusiastic and eager people, so in 

1979 the first production of Pirates of Penzance was staged in the Auditorium of 

the American School. The Director Jackie Caminer and the Musical Director Robin 

Alder are with us tonight. That first production was such a success and so enthusi-

astic were the participants, that a group of them got together and formed Pirate 

Productions. As you will see from the calendar of events through the years we are a 

very active club. Pirates has always been a cosmopolitan society welcoming people 

of all nationalities. The main criteria being a love for singing, music and being 

sociable. 
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2000 

Directors & 

Directors 

Musical 

Jackie Caminer 

Jane Carter 

Victoria Gilbert 

Angela Milne 

Yvonne Hay 

Eileen Nober 

Stuart Alexander 

Jim Larkin 

Robin Alder 

Peggy Jenks 
Paul Barker 
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1979 

Pirates 

Daffyd Bullock 

Brian Parker 

Karim Hyatt 

Jackie Fleming 

Carole Williams 

Alan Carlisle Pamela Carlisle 

Peter Carr-North Liz Turner Jamie Reid-Baxter 

Carrie O’Brien 

Pirate Productions asbl 21st Anniversary   - 9 - 

W
h

a
t
 d

o
 y

o
u

 t
h

i
n

k
 o

f
 t

h
e

 S
h

o
w

 s
o

 f
a

r
?

 

Y
e
a
r 

S
h

o
w

 
D

ire
cto

r
 

M
u

sica
l D

irec
to

r 

1
9

7
9
 

P
irates o

f P
en

zan
ce

 
Jack

ie C
a
m

in
er 

R
o

b
in

 A
ld

er 

1
9

8
0
 

A
lad

d
in

 (w
ritten

 b
y
 P

ete W
iles) 

Jack
ie C

a
m

in
er 

Jim
 L

ark
in

 

 
T

h
e B

eg
g
ar’s O

p
era

 
Jack

ie C
a
m

in
er 

Jim
 L

ark
in

 

1
9

8
1
 

T
h
e M

ik
ad

o
 

Jan
e C

arter 
Jim

 L
ark

in
 

 
T

rial b
y
 Ju

ry
 

Jan
e C

arter 
Jim

 L
ark

in
 

1
9

8
2
 

C
in

d
erella

 
P

eter C
arr-N

o
rth

 
Jim

 L
ark

in
 

 
T

h
e F

an
tastic

k
s 

D
av

id
 W

ard
 

Jim
 L

ark
in

 

 
L

ilac T
im

e
 

Jan
e C

arter 
Jim

 L
ark

in
 

1
9

8
3
 

P
atien

ce 
Jan

e C
arter 

Jim
 L

ark
in

 

1
9

8
4
 

T
h
e M

o
th

er G
o

o
se S

h
o

w
 (W

ritten
 b

y
 Jan

e &
 R

o
la

n
d

 

R
ein

ert. M
u
sic b

y
 A

lan
 C

arlisle) 

Jan
e C

arter 
A

la
n
 C

arlisle
 

 
I.T

.P
.A

 (in
clu

d
in

g
 C

o
x
 an

d
 B

o
x
) 

V
ario

u
s. “C

o
x
 a

n
d

 B
o

x
 d

irected
 

b
y
 A

n
n
e W

h
eeler. 

Jim
 L

ark
in

 

 
T

h
e G

o
n
d

o
liers 

Jan
e C

arter 
A

la
n
 C

arlisle
 

1
9

8
5
 

O
ld

 T
im

e M
u

sic H
all 

Jan
e C

arter 
A

la
n
 C

arlisle
 

1
9

8
6
 

H
M

S
 P

in
afo

re
 

Jan
e C

arter 
Y

v
o

n
n
e H

a
y

 



Pirate Productions asbl 21st Anniversary   - 10 - 

APERITIFS 

Oh is there not one maiden breast? 

When Frederick was a little lad 

Oh False one 

Hail Poetry 

Ah Poorer Far 

Major General’s Chorus 

Policeman’s Chorus 

A first rate opportunity 

Paddy Tibbles 

Doffie Packer 

Paddy Tibbles & Doffie Packer 

Chorus 

Chorus 

Edward Seymour & Chorus 

Dick Holdsworth & Gentlemen’s Chorus 

Chorus 

PIRATES OF PENZANCE 

Under the Direction of Robin Alder 

When the Foeman bares his steel 

 

Poor Wandering One 

Mad Margaret 

Mikado Finale Act 1 

Brian Parker, Barbara Hall, Stuart Alexander 

& Chorus 

Barbara Hall & Ladies Chorus 

Edward Seymour & Cliodhna Dempsey 

Fiona Turner, Fran Potasnik, 

Caroline Emsley, Steve Preston, & Chorus 

G&S 

Musically Directed by Alan Carlisle 

Pianist Jackie Fleming 

Sunrise Sunset 

Oklahoma 

Chorus 

Chorus 

SHOWS 

Musically Directed by Alan Carlisle 

Pianists Jackie Fleming & Robin Alder 

The 21st Anniversary Celebration 

Pirate Productions present 
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INTERVAL BUFFET 

Sons of the Sea 

Chu-chi Face 

The Baron’s Song 

My Way 

Pirates Tonight 

Geoff Stevens 

Ian Brooks & Stuart Alexander 

Steve Preston 

Fiona Turner 

All 

Master of the House 

Aquarius 

I don’t know how to love him 

Cell Block Tango 

Green eyed God 

Barbershop 

Big Time 

Steve Preston & Chorus 

Chorus 

Chorus 

Da Girls! 

Amanda & Karim Hyatt 

The Barbers 

Chorus 

PANTO 

Written by Rachel Parker & Directed by Brian Parker 

 Original Songs by Rachel Parker & Alan Carlisle. Pianist Liz Turner 

REVIEWS 

Under the Direction of Carole Williams 

Pianist Liz Turner 

ENCORE 

One Step 

Pirates Tonight 

Chorus 

All 

BUFFET &  

AD-HOC Performances 

Dedication 

Pirate Productions present 

The 21st Anniversary Celebration 


